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March 31, 2015 

 
Dear Subscriber: 

 
We will be adding 

material to this 
shell letter after 

todays reports 

are released at 
11:00 a.m. 

 
Be sure to click 

back on the link 
often for the 

latest 
information. 

 
This morning USDA 

released its long 
anticipated 

Prospective 
Plantings Report as 

well as its Quarterly 

Grain Stocks 
Report. 

 
We begin with a 

quick look at the 
headline numbers: 
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USDA March 2015 Prospective Plantings Report in millions of acres 

(released March 31, 2015, 11 a.m. CST) 

Crop 
USDA March 
Estimate 

Average 
Guess 

Range 
USDA 2014 
Planted Acres 

Corn 89.2 88.732 
87.000 - 

89,700 
90.597 

Soybeans 84.6 85.919 
83.100 - 

88.000 
83.701 

All Wheat 55.4 55.797 
54.950 - 
56.800 

56.822 

Winter 

Wheat 
40.8 40.727 

40.425 - 

42.000 
42.399 

Spring Other 12.97 13.334 
12.500 - 

14.503 
13.334 

Durum 1.6 1.759 
1.400 - 

2.202 
1.398 

 
 

From the March 2015 Prospective Plantings Report: 
 

CORN:  Corn planted area for all purposes in 2015 is estimated at 89.2 
million acres, down 2 percent from last year. If realized, this will be the third  

consecutive year of an acreage decline and would be the lowest planted  
acreage in the United States since 2010. 

 
SOYBEANS:  Soybean planted area for 2015 is estimated at a record high 

84.6 million  
acres, up 1 percent from last year. Compared with last year, planted acreage  

intentions are up or unchanged in 21 of the 31 major producing States. 

 
 

WHEAT:  All wheat planted area for 2015 is estimated at 55.4 million acres, 
down 3 percent from 2014. The 2015 winter wheat planted area, at 40.8 

million acres, is down 4 percent from last year but up less than 1 percent 
from the previous estimate. Of this total, about 29.6 million acres are Hard 

Red Winter, 7.75 million acres are Soft Red Winter, and 3.43 million acres 
are White Winter. Area planted to other spring wheat for 2015 is estimated 

at 13.0 million acres, down slightly from 2014. Of this total, about 12.1 
million acres are Hard Red Spring wheat. The intended Durum planted area  



 3 

for 2015 is estimated at 1.65 million acres, up 18 percent from the previous  

year. 
 

To view the entire Propspective Plantings report go to: 
 

http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?
documentID=1136 

 
 

 
 

http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1136
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1136
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USDA also released its March Quarterly Grain Stocks report: 

 
 

USDA March 2015 Quarterly Grain Stocks Report in billions of bushels 

(released March 31, 2015, 11 a.m. CST) 

Crop 
USDA March 

Estimate 

Average 

Guess 
Range 

USDA Dec 1, 

2015 

Corn 7.74 7.609 
7.459 - 

7.800 
11.203 

Soybeans 1.33 1.346 
1.273 - 

1.404 
2.524 

Wheat 1.12 1.140 
1.038 - 

1.200 
1.524 

 

From the March 2015 Quarterly Grain Stocks Report: 
 

CORN:  Corn stocks in all positions on March 1, 2015 totaled 7.74 billion 
bushels, up 11 percent from March 1, 2014. Of the total stocks, 4.38 billion 

bushels were stored on farms, up 13 percent from a year earlier. Off-farm 
stocks, at 3.36 billion bushels, are up 7 percent from a year ago. The 

December 2014 - February 2015 indicated disappearance is 3.47 billion 

bushels, compared with 3.44 billion bushels during the same period last 
year. 

 
 

SOYBEANS:  Soybeans stored in all positions on March 1, 2015 totaled 1.33 
billion bushels, up 34 percent from March 1, 2014. Soybean stocks stored on 

farms are estimated at 609 million bushels, up 60 percent from a year ago. 
Off-farm stocks, at 725 million bushels, are up 18 percent from last March. 

Indicated disappearance for the December 2014 - February 2015 quarter 
totaled 1.19 billion bushels, up 3 percent from the same period a year 

earlier. 
 

 
WHEAT: 

 

All wheat stored in all positions on March 1, 2015 totaled 1.12 billion  
bushels, up 6 percent from a year ago. On-farm stocks are estimated at  

279 million bushels, up 17 percent from last March. Off-farm stocks, at  
846 million bushels, are up 3 percent from a year ago. The  
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December 2014 - February 2015 indicated disappearance is 405 million 

bushels, down 3 percent from the same period a year earlier. 
 

Durum wheat stocks in all positions on March 1, 2015 totaled 37.6 million  
bushels, down 1 percent from a year ago. On-farm stocks, at 16.2 million  

bushels, are down 22 percent from March 1, 2014. Off-farm stocks totaled  
21.4 million bushels, up 23 percent from a year ago. The  

December 2014 - February 2015 indicated disappearance of 6.43 million 
bushels is down 59 percent from the same period a year earlier. 

 
To see the full March 2015 Quarterly Grain Stocks Report go to: 

 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?

documentID=1079 
 

 

 

 
After the reports we spoke with Wayne Nelson of L and M Commodities 

about the numbers (This link IS NOW LIVE!) 
 

http://audio01.will.illinois.edu/ag-nelson150331.mp3 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Charts and Graphs from the USDA Secretary Lock-Up Briefing begin on next 

page……. 
 

 
 

http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1079
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1079
http://audio01.will.illinois.edu/ag-nelson150331.mp3
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AM-580 Daily Agricultural Programming Schedule 

 

  
Monday – Friday (all times central) 

 8:49 a.m. – $*Opening Commodity Market Report  

 8:52 a.m. - $Drew Lerner Agricultural Weather 

 9:49 a.m. – $*Mid-Morning Commodity Market Report  

 10:59 a.m. – Commodity Market Price Update  

 11:59 a.m. – Commodity Market Price Update  
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 12:58:30 p.m. – *Midday Market Analysis with Sue Martin  

 2:06-2:36 p.m. – $*Closing Market Report  

o 2:11 – Futures Analysis 

o 2:20 - Agricultural News  

o 2:25 - Cash Grain Analysis or Energy Analysis 

o 2:32 – Agricultural Weather Analysis  

 Friday 
 

 2:36 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  – $*Commodity Week 
 

Saturday 
 

 6:30 a.m. - $* Commodity Week 

 
* Available on the website for on demand listening  

$ Available via podcast 
 


