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July is a good time to sit back, soak up the summer 
sunshine, and make memories that will carry us 
throughout the rest of the year. Around central Illinois, 
that means county fairs, long weekends (with longer 
days!), time outside, and gathering with family, friends, 
and neighbors.

This year, the July 4th holiday resonates more deeply 
with many as our country marks its 250th birthday. 
PBS has been building toward this milestone through 
its America @ 250 theme with programs that give us 
a chance to celebrate, remember, and reflect on the 
stories (and people) that shaped our country. This 
month, that includes Capitol Fourth: 250th Weekend 
Celebration, now in its 46th year; a marathon of Ken 
Burns’ The American Revolution; and America — 
Made in Virginia: 250 Years Together, a special 
from Colonial Williamsburg with music, history, and 
celebration. We also will premiere an audio series that 
features local community members sharing what this 
anniversary means to them. 

Moments like this remind me why local public media 
matters. It gives us a shared place to learn, celebrate, 
ask questions, and better understand one another. 
That is true as we celebrate this important national 
milestone, and it is true every day in IPM’s work for 
central Illinois.

At press time, we are nearing our end-of-fiscal-year 
goal of raising $4 million in member support. In the 
context of the loss of federal funding, that level of 
progress feels especially encouraging and speaks to a 
community that has been stepping forward in support 
of trusted public media. We are deeply grateful for 
members like you who value this service and continue 
to help make it possible.

Thank you for being part of IPM.

Lillie Duncanson, director of broadcast operations  
and content

Membership Hotline: 800-898-1065 
General inquiries: 217-333-7300 
Campbell Hall  
300 N. Goodwin Ave., Urbana, IL 61801-2316

Mailing List Exchange 
Donor records are proprietary and confidential. 
IPM does not sell, rent, or trade its donor lists.
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RADIO
90.9 FM 
Illinois Classical is a mix of classical and  
other music and NPR information programs, 
including local news. Also with live streaming  
on will.illinois.edu. See pages 4-5.

101.1 FM 
Illinois Soul is a mix of Black-hosted NPR and 
local news programs, smooth jazz, neo soul, R&B, 
and throwback jams. 101.1 FM is available in the 
Champaign-Urbana area. It is also heard on  
90.9 FM HD2 with live streaming on  
illinoissoul.org. See pages 6-7. 

580 AM 
News and information, NPR, BBC, agriculture, 
talk shows. Also heard on 90.9 FM HD3 with live 
streaming on will.illinois.edu. See page 8.

TELEVISION
WILL-HD 
All your favorite PBS and local programs,  
in high definition when available. 12.1: Contact 
your cable or satellite provider for channel 
information. Also live streaming at will.illinois.edu.  
See pages 9-16.

WILL Kids 24/7 
Around the clock, award-winning children’s 
programming. 12.2: also available on Comcast  
and Mediacom. Stream at will.illinois.edu.

WILL Create 
Cooking, travel, home improvement, arts  
and crafts, and gardening.12.3: also on  
Comcast and Mediacom. Stream at  
video.will.illinois.edu/livestream/.

Powering your inbox!
Browse our e-newsletters and sign up to receive 
behind-the-scenes information in your email 
inbox that is targeted to your interests. Whether 
it’s news, classical music, or general information 
about our stations — we have you covered.

will.illinois.edu/signup

Printed with soy ink on recycled, 
recyclable paper. Printed by 
Premier Print Group.
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The human faces of space exploration
This month, we continue to feature programs that delve into 
space and the people that probe our vast universe. Enjoy our 
space-focused lineup this month, including many notable 
repeats.

Once Upon a Time in Space is a landmark four-part 
documentary that chronicles the history of space exploration 
from the Cold War race and the Space Shuttle era to the 
modern International Space Station and lunar missions. At the 
dawn of a new space race, the personal stories of those who 
led us here offer a new and deeply human perspective on our changing world — and where we 
are headed. Airing Tuesdays at 8 pm beginning July 14, each episode of Once Upon a Time in 
Space will be rebroadcast Wednesdays at 9 pm. 

In addition, we premiere a powerful new documentary that explores 
the remarkable life and legacy of Christa McAuliffe, an American 
teacher and astronaut from Concord, New Hampshire, who inspired 
generations with her enthusiasm for learning as America’s first teacher 
in space. Through interviews with former students, New Hampshire 
dignitaries, and educators, she is remembered as a teacher who 
believed that “ordinary people can achieve extraordinary things.” 
Christa airs at 10:30 pm Tuesday, July 7.

Among our encore presentations: space-themed NOVA episodes air Wednesdays at 8 pm  
beginning July 8, as well as a rebroadcast of the five-part NOVA: Universe Revealed 
Wednesdays at 10 pm beginning July 15. American Experience: Chasing the Moon (3 parts) airs 
Fridays at 8 pm beginning July 24, and 8 Days: To the Moon and Back (9 pm Tuesday, July 7) and 
Space Explorers: Moonrise on the ISS (9 pm Tuesday, July 14) also are rebroadcast.

Local doc focuses on the people, traditions 
of the county fair
County fairs are a staple of Illinois summers. The Champaign County Fair in Urbana returns this 
month boasting more than 170 years of history. In honor of county fairs everywhere, WILL-TV will 
rebroadcast the local documentary County Fair at 7 pm Thursday, July 23. The 2022 film from 
Illinois Public Media traces the history, culture, and importance of this summer tradition with 
stories from central Illinois.

“Visitors to the fair rarely think about the people who put so much of themselves into the event,” 
said Sarah Edwards, producer and director of County Fair. “For that reason, our film focuses on 
the people and their love for what they do and its importance in their lives. I hope County Fair 
documents the warm and wonderful aspects of what the fair is and what it represents.” 

County Fair follows a seamstress, a demolition derby driver, a circus performer, two sisters who 
show cows, and a French fry vendor from the 2021 Champaign County Fair. The film offers footage 
of fairs from yesteryear and highlights funny ads and stories from fairs in the 1900s. County Fair 
was created by Edwards along with producer and editor DJ Roach, and cinematographer Isaac 
Musgrave. Taylor Plantan is the production assistant; Lillie Duncanson is executive producer.
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A celebration from where it all started
In partnership with The American Revolution 250 Commission, PBS presents America — Made 
In Virginia: 250 Years Together, a new special commemorating America’s independence. The 
special will broadcast live from Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area at 7 pm Saturday, July 4 
(and be rebroadcast at 9 pm). In honor of our nation’s semiquincentennial, the two-hour special 
celebrates the ideas, people, and defining moments that gave rise to the United States of 
America. The program blends live performance, music, historic interpretation, and large-scale 
visual spectacle to create an inspiring national event. Rooted in Virginia’s central role in the 
nation’s founding — from Jamestown to Williamsburg to Yorktown — the event underscores 
the enduring impact of the Commonwealth in shaping the United States. Designed as both a 
celebration and a unifying national moment, the broadcast invites audiences to reflect on the past, 
engage in the present, and see themselves reflected in America’s continuing story.

Chasing the American dream
As the United States celebrates its 250th 
anniversary, Amerigo: The Search for the 
American Dream asks “what happened 
to the American Dream?” and explores if 
it is still attainable for many today. Filmed 
across all 50 states over two years, the 
program features unscripted interviews by 
David McCourt with everyday Americans, 
from blue-collar workers, veterans, and 
immigrants to students, entrepreneurs, 
and community leaders. Told in thematic 
chapters examining work, housing, 
healthcare, technology, art, and more, Amerigo: The Search for the American Dream captures 
a raw, panoramic and unexpectedly hopeful portrait of a country at a crossroads. The film airs at 
12:30 pm Sunday, July 5.

On July 4, you can watch (or re-watch) Ken Burns’ The American Revolution — 1 am to 5 am  
(episodes 1–2) and 11 am to 7 pm (episodes 3–6) — as well as go behind-the-scenes in 
American Revolution: An Inside Look (12:30 am). Antiques Roadshow (Mondays at 7 and 8 
pm) and Finding Your Roots (Tuesdays at 7 pm) each have several episodes this month tying  
in to PBS’ America @ 250 theme. 

‘A Capitol Fourth’ tradition continues
Join us in celebrating on the eve of our nation’s 250th birthday with Capitol Fourth: 250th 
Weekend Celebration at 7 and 8:30 pm Friday, July 3. The annual event features well-known 
musical artists and fireworks that light up the D.C. skyline. This year, the event features the 
National Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of premier pops conductor Jack Everly, 
alongside country music icon Trace Adkins, who gives an exclusive television debut of his new 
anthem, "American Made." Top stars from pop, country, R&B, classical, and Broadway are 
featured. Alfonso Ribeiro hosts.

David McCourt 

A M E R I C A  @  2 5 0  F E A T U R E S

C E L E B R AT I N G  2 5 0  Y E A R S  
O F  F R E E D O M
This month marks the semiquincentennial of the 
Declaration of Independence. Enjoy these radio and 
television programs and others this month to learn about 
the people and events that make us uniquely American.
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A sweeping musical journey
From spirituals and hymns to Broadway and contemporary classics, America in Song: A 
Concordia Celebration explores the melodies that have shaped the nation’s story. Filmed from 
California to New York, this sweeping musical event from Concordia University Irvine reflects on 
liberty, hope, struggle, and unity through the power of song. America in Song: A Concordia 
Celebration airs at 11 pm Saturday, July 4 and at 4 pm Sunday, July 5.

‘American Experience’ 
follows JFK’s rise to power
Forever enshrined in myth by an assassin's bullet, John 
F. Kennedy's presidency long defied objective appraisal. 
American Experience: JFK follows Kennedy’s rise to 
power from his birth to his election as president in 1960, 
the youngest man ever to be elected to the office. The 
two-part program also includes a look at his time at the 
White House, his assassination, and the unfulfilled promise 
of his presidency. The special provides illuminating interviews from family members, historians, 
and authors, offering insight into Kennedy's early years, from his transformation from a sickly youth 
to Washington's most eligible bachelor to the nation's president. It also offers fresh assessments 
of the successes and failures of his tenure. American Experience: JFK airs at 8 pm Friday, July 10 
and July 17. On July 10, it is followed by JFK: Breaking the News at 10 pm, which offers a close-
up look at how reporters responded to the national tragedy of JFK’s assassination.

National experts discuss America’s future
Live from the LBJ Library with Mark Updegrove features LBJ Foundation CEO, author, and 
historian Mark Updegrove, who interviews preeminent thought leaders — historians, authors, 
journalists, filmmakers, and others — about issues vital to America's future, including the state of 
our democracy and the importance of strong leadership. Live from the LBJ Library with Mark 
Updegrove airs Sundays at 10 am with season 3 premiering July 5.

Area residents reflect  
on America @ 250
As Americans celebrate the 250th anniversary of our 
independence, Illinois Public Media is marking the 
occasion with a new audio series that explores views 
of local community members. 

America @ 250: The Questions Before Us, produced 
in partnership with the Illinois Student Newsroom, 
elevates the voices of east-central Illinois residents 
as they reflect on the nation’s 250th birthday and the big questions facing us, 
as Americans, at this moment in our history. The new series launches Monday, 
June 29, with new stories rolling out every Monday on Morning Edition and 
published at ipmnewsroom.org/america250.

The project was conceived by journalism professor Charles “Stretch” Ledford, who co-leads the 
Illinois Student Newsroom at Illinois Public Media with IPM News editor Christine Herman.

“Birthdays, anniversaries and the like are milestones. They naturally invite reflection,” Ledford said. 
“So we’re asking people to consider the nation’s 250th birthday and think about where we stand 
as a country at this historical juncture. In a nutshell, we’re asking folks to share what they think is 
the most important question facing us as Americans at this particular moment in time, and why?”

The Illinois Student Newsroom at IPM is a partnership between IPM News and the College of 
Media at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
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W E E K D A Y S
6 am
NPR Morning Edition with Leila Fadel, Steve 
Inskeep, A Martínez, and Michel Martin 

9 am
Classic Mornings with Vic Di Geronimo 
Vic makes each morning a classic morning!

Noon
Performance Today

2 pm
Classical Music

5 pm
NPR All Things Considered with Ailsa Chang,  
Scott Detrow, Mary Louise Kelly, and Juana Summers

6 pm 
The 21st Show with Brian Mackey  
Note: Special programming to air Fridays

7 pm Monday-Wednesday
The Evening Concert
Monday–Wednesday and Friday at 7 pm and  
6 and 7 pm Sundays. Listings may change.
Monday: 
The New York Philharmonic This Week
To be announced
Tuesday:
Chicago Symphony Orchestra Radio Broadcast 
7/7	 Rimsky-Korsakov: Capriccio espagnol, Op. 34
	 Tchaikovsky: Francesca da Rimini, Op. 32
	 Bruckner: Symphony No. 4 in E-flat Major
7/14	 Copland: Suite from Appalachian Spring
	 Barber: Knoxville: Summer of 1915, Op. 24
	 Masabane Cecilia Rangwanasha, soprano
	 Gershwin: Rhapsody in Blue
	 Michelle Cann, piano
7/21	 Beethoven: Leonore Overture No. 3, Op. 72b
	 Elgar: Cello Concerto in E Minor, Op. 85
	 Sheku Kanneh-Mason, cello
	 Nielsen: Symphony No. 5, Op. 50
7/28	 Mahler: Rückert Lieder
	 Hanna Schwarz, mezzo-soprano
	 Mahler: Symphony No. 7
	 Goldmark: Ballet Music from The Queen of 

Sheba
Wednesday:
WFMT Orchestra Series: San Francisco Symphony
7/1	 Esa-Pekka Salonen, conductor
	 SFS Chorus; Heidi Stober, soprano
	 Sasha Cooke, mezzo-soprano
	 Mahler: Symphony No. 2 in C Minor
7/8, 7/15, 7/22, 7/29 To be announced

7 pm Thursday
Prairie Performances with Mel Miller
The best of classical and jazz music in central Illinois.

8 pm Thursday
The Middle with Jeremy Hobson
This nonpartisan live call-in talk show focuses on 
elevating the voices of the people in the middle of 
the country.

7 pm Friday
Heifetz On Air
7/3	 William Kroll: Banjo & Fiddle 
	 Alasdair Fraser: Valley of the Moon Reel 
	 Samuel Coleridge-Taylor: Deep River, Op. 59, 

No. 10 from 24 Negro Spirituals 
	 Copland/Traditional, arr. Nate Sabat:  

At The River/Shenandoah 
7/10	 Franz Joseph Haydn: Cello Concerto No. 1 in 

C Major: III. Allegro molto 
	 Johannes Brahms: Violin Concerto in D Major, 

Op. 77: II. Adagio 
	 Sergei Rachmaninoff: Cello Sonata in D Minor, 

Op. 19: III. Andante 
7/17	 Richard Wagner: : Albumblatt, WW 94 

(“Romance”) 
	 Antonio Vivaldi: Variations on La Folia 
	 Maurice Ravel: Tzigane, M. 76 
	 Dmitri Shostakovich: Cello Sonata in D Minor
7/24	 François Rabbath: Ibérique Péninsulaire
	 Pablo de Sarasate: Zigeunerweisen, Op. 20
	 Enrique Granados, arr. Gaspar Cassadó: 

Intermezzo, fr. Goyescas
	 Rodion Shchedrin: In The Style of Albéniz
	 Joaquin Turina: Scène Andalouse, Op. 7 
7/31	 Schubert: Impromptu in E-flat, D. 899 
	 Schubert: String Quintet in C Major, D. 956

8 pm Friday
Atomic Age Cocktail Party with Jason Croft
7/3	 Bossa Nova Beats (encore)
	 Those bossa grooves that get you moving.
7/10	 Stairway to the Stars
	 Music from the heavens.
7/17	 In Motion
	 Songs about going places and the ways to get 

there.
7/24	 Command Records (encore)
	 A look at one of the best stereophonic labels 

of the hi-fi era.
7/31	 Beatniks & Hipsters
	 Grab your beret and head to the nearest jazz 

coffee house!

9 pm Friday
Classical Music

S AT U R D A Y S

7 am
NPR Weekend Edition  
with Scott Simon

9 am
Classics By Request
Send requests to Vincent Trauth at classreq@illinois.edu 
or leave a message at 217-265-5064.

11 am
Classics of the Phonograph 
John Frayne’s weekly exploration of memorable 
recordings from the 20th century. 
7/4	 American Music: Howard Hanson and Aaron 

Copland
7/11	 Michael Tilson Thomas (1944-2026) in 

Memoriam
7/18	 Leonid Kogan, Russian Violinist, Whose LPs 

Sell for Top Dollars (Rival of David Oistrakh)
7/25	 Eric Kunzel and the Cincinnati Pops 

Orchestra

Programs on WILL Radio are 
partially sponsored by a grant 
from the Illinois Arts Council, 
a state agency.

Max Ramirez, Illinois Classical Manager
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WILL-FM 90.9 and HD1 · streaming at illinoisclassical.org

Noon
Afternoon at the Opera 
All performances are from the WFMT opera series:
7/4	 Aida (Verdi). Michele Mariotti, cond., with 

Saioa Hernández (Aida), Piotr Beczała 
(Radames), Eve-Maud Hubeaux (Amneris), 
Roman Burdenko (Amonasro), and the Paris 
Opera Orchestra and Chorus.

7/11	 The Makropoulos Affair (Janáček). Jakub 
Hrusa, cond., with Aušrinė Stundytė (Emilia 
Marty), Sean Panikkar (Albert Gregor), Johan 
Reuter (Baron Jaroslav Prus), and The Royal 
Opera Ensemble, London.

7/18	 Boris Godunov (Mussorgsky). Mark 
Wigglesworth, cond., with Sir Bryn Terfel 
(Boris), Adam Palka (Pimen), John Daszak 
(Prince Shuisky), and The Royal Opera 
Ensemble, London.

7/25	 The Marriage of Figaro (Mozart). Riccardo 
Minasi, cond., with Tommaso Barea (Figaro), 
Johanna Wallroth (Susanna), Huw Montague 
Rendall (Count), Louise Adler (Countess), 
Adéle Charvet (Cherubino), and the 
Glyndebourne Festival Opera Ensemble.

4 pm
Classical Guitar Alive! with Tony Morris 

5 pm
Performance Today Weekend with Valerie Kahler 
Classical music in concert from American Public 
Media studios and sites across the nation and around 
the world, as well as classical music news, interviews, 
and features.

7 pm
The Midnight Special with Marilyn Rea Beyer 
A lively potpourri of folk, Celtic and bluegrass, show 
and novelty tunes, and hilarious comedy routines.

9 pm
Tiny Desk Radio  
with Bobby Carter and Anamaria Sayre  
Performances, interviews and behind-the-scenes 
stories made exclusively for public radio stations. 
NPR News Headlines at 9:01.

10 pm
Atomic Age Cocktail Party (See 8 pm Friday) 
with Jason Croft

11 pm
Atomic Age Double Shot with Jason Croft  
An episode from our archives.
7/4	 Great Arrangers Nelson Riddle
7/11	 Cool Vibes
7/18	 Evening in Roma
7/25	 More, More, More Mambo

Midnight
Classical Music 

S U N D A Y S

6 am
Classical Music 

7 am
NPR Weekend Edition with Ayesha Rascoe 

9 am
Sunday Baroque with Suzanne Bona
NPR News Headlines at 9:01 and 10:01

1 pm
Pipedreams with Michael Barone 

3 pm
Performance Today Weekend

5 pm
Reel Music with Matt Rogers 
Music from the movies each week with an hour of 
orchestral themes from cinema’s best film scores.

6 pm
The Evening Concert 
The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
7/5	 Patrick Castillo: Incident for Violin and Piano
	 Ludwig van Beethoven: Septet in E-flat Major 

for Winds and Strings, Op. 20
7/12	 John Corigliano: Soliloquy for Clarinet and 

String Quartet
	 Leonard Bernstein: Three Meditations from 

Mass for Cello and Piano
	 Aaron Copland: Appalachian Spring Suite for 

Ensemble
7/19	 Charles Ives: Five Songs for Voice and Piano:
	 The Things Our Fathers Loved; The Indians;
	 The Circus Band; Charlie Rutlage; The 

Housatonic at Stockbridge
	 Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington: Clarinet 

Lament for Clarinet and Piano
	 Louis Moreau Gottschalk: The Union, Concert 

Paraphrase on National Airs for Piano, Op. 48
	 Frederic Rzewski: Winnsboro Cotton Mill Blues 

from Four North American Ballads for Piano
	 George Gershwin: An American in Paris for 

Two Pianos
7/26	 Jacques Ibert: Trois pièces brèves for Flute, 

Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, and Horn
	 Paul Taffanel: Quintet in G minor for Flute, 

Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, and Horn
	 Bohuslav Martinů: Nonet for Winds and Strings

7 pm
Fiesta! with Elbio Barilari
7/5	 Guitar, Piano and Orchestral Music from 

Colombia
	 Music by Gentil Montaña, and living 

composers Amparo Ángel and 102-year-old 
Luis Carlos Figueroa.

7/12	 Baroque Music from the New World
	 Baroque music written in Boliva and 20th-

century music from Spain and Latin America 
inspired by the music written in Latin America 
during the Colonial period.

7/19	 Fiesta CD Grab Bag
	 We are having a ball trying to keep up with 

our ever-expanding musical collection as 
composers and performers around the world 
joyously overwhelm us with their creations. 

7/26	 Peruvian composer Celso Garrido-Lecca
	 Music by 20th-century Peruvian composer 

Celso Garrido-Lecca who studied in Peru and 
Chile and with Aaron Copland at Tanglewood. 
We will hear about his fascinating life.

8 pm
Prairie Performances (encore)

9 pm
Jazz Night In America with Christian McBride

10 pm
Classical Music
NPR News Headlines at 11:01

Overnight
Classical Music
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Monday - Friday Saturday Sunday
Neo + SMJ 5:00 Neo + SMJ Jazz Network

NPR Morning Edition
   

6:00 R&B/Throwbacks

7:00 NPR Weekend Edition

R&B
Smooth Jazz
Neo-Soul

Funky Fridays
Funk Ride (Fridays at 5 pm)

8:00

9:00 Illinois Soul Gospel

10:00

11:00 Dialogue
    

Noon R&B/Throwbacks R&B Dusties

1:00

2:00

3:00

4:00

5:00

Code Switch/Life Kit (M),  
Dialogue (Tu), Reveal (W),  

Throughline (Th), 
Funky Fridays continues (F)

6:00 The Wind Down with
Will Downing

The Quiet Storm 7:00 Catch the Flo Soul of Jazz 

8:00

9:00 New Urban Jazz Lounge Overnight: Neo + SMJ

10:00

11:00 Jazz Night in America 

Overnight: Neo + SMJ midnight 
to 

6 am

Overnight: Jazz Network

@illinoissoulfacebook.com/IllinoisSoul @illinois_soul

Share your love for Illinois Soul!  
Email us at Illinois-Soul@illinois.edu  

or leave a voicemail at 217-244-1989.

Jill Clements, Illinois Soul Manager

Tying in to our on-air series, we feature the Top 5 R&B artists  
of community members, staff members, and VIPs.

TOP 5 R &B Artists
Bridget Lewis is an Emmy Award-winning news 
producer, media relations strategist, journalism 
instructor, and corporate communications consultant 
based in Dallas. Her work recently brought her to 
central Illinois in support of Illinois Public Media and 
the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign College of 
Media. Her Top 5:

1.	 El DeBarge
2.	 Babyface
3.	 Anita Baker
4.	 Earth, Wind & Fire
5.	 Jeffrey Osborne
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WILL-FM 101.1 and 90.9 FM HD2 · streaming at illinoissoul.org

Make plans for next year’s anniversary 
celebration at Krannert Center
Save the date for Saturday, Feb. 6 
as the third Illinois Soul Anniversary 
Celebration brings pure grown-folks 
energy to central Illinois at the Tryon 
Festival Theatre at Krannert Center for 
the Performing Arts.

This night is all about soul, love, 
laughter, and live performance in 
true Illinois Soul fashion. Grammy-
nominated R&B duo Kindred the 
Family Soul will deliver their signature 
harmonies, real-life storytelling, and 
timeless hits that speak straight to the 
heart.

Plus, Chicago’s favorite funnyman 
Damon Williams will host the 
celebration, keeping the room 
laughing, vibing, and fully engaged 
from start to finish.

Presented in partnership with Krannert Center, this anniversary event is more than a show — it’s a 
cultural experience of music, joy, and connection.

Tickets go on sale Aug. 13 at krannertcenter.com or contact the box office at 217-333-6280. Don’t 
miss this unforgettable night where Illinois Soul sets the tone for celebration, community, and pure 
Black excellence in motion.

Tune in Saturdays for back-in-the-day jamz
Illinois Soul is turning Saturdays into a full-day reset with 
R&B and Throwback Saturdays, airing 6 am–6 pm with 
nonstop old-school hits that move you from the ’90s straight 
into today’s smooth R&B sound. From upbeat, feel-good 
energy in the early hours to afternoon groove anthems, it’s 
nothing but back-in-the-day hits that bring the memories 
rushing back. Think windows-down energy … house party 
nostalgia … and those records you forgot you knew every word to. Whether it’s Mary J., Usher, 
Aaliyah, Jill Scott, or today’s soulful voices carrying the torch, Illinois Soul keepsthe soundtrack 
consistent with real R&B and real throwbacks, all day long. Saturday just got a new meaning: tune 
in, turn it up, and let the music take you back.
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WILL-AM 580 and 90.9 FM HD3 · streaming at will.illinois.edu

Monday - Friday Saturday Sunday
NPR Morning Edition
   
  

5:00 The Middle (encore) Thoroughline

6:00 Commodity Week Inside Europe

6:30 State Week in Review

7:00 NPR Weekend Edition NPR Weekend Edition

8:00

1A 9:00 The Splendid Table

10:00 Wait Wait ... Don’t Tell 
Me!

It’s Been a Minute/ 
Wild Card

The 21st Show 
  with Brian Mackey

Statewide (F) 11:00 Weather Realness Code Switch/Life Kit

Here & Now
   with Jason Croft 

Noon The Moth Radio Hour Wait Wait ...  
Don’t Tell Me! (repeat)

The Middle 
(F repeat)

1:00 This American Life The Treatment)

1:30 State Week in Review

The Closing Market Report | 2:06 pm 2:00 Radiolab Reveal

BBC Newshour Commodity  
Week (F)

2:30

Fresh Air with Terry Gross &  
Tonya Mosley

3:00 TED Radio Hour On the Media

All Things Considered 
    
   
 

4:00 All Things Considered All Things Considered

5:00 Hidden Brain The New Yorker  
Radio Hour

6:00 Left, Right & Center Travel with Rick Steves

The 21st Show (repeat) 7:00 Ezra Klein This Old House Radio

On the Media (M), Ezra Klein (Tu),  
Dialogue (W), The Middle (Th), 

Science Friday (F)

8:00 Latino USA Weather Realness

The Daily/Today Explained 9:00 Dialogue Tiny Desk Radio

On Point 10:00 Embodied Sports in America

BBC World Service 11:00 Sam Sanders Show Not By the Playbook

Midnight BBC World Service Le Show

1 am to 
5 am

BBC World Service

Bold Listing = National/International News  Lillie Duncanson, Director of Broadcast Operations & Content

AGRICULTURE •  www.willag.org
Todd Gleason, host, Closing Market Report and Commodity Week:
Opening Market Report: 8:49 am; Market Update: 10:58 am; Midday Market Report: 12:58; Closing 
Market Report: 2:06. Fridays: Commodity Week: 2:30; Grain Market Summary: 4:32.  
To listen to archived Ag reports, sign up for the Illinois Public Media Ag e-newsletter, or download our 
agricultural podcasts. 

IPM NEWS • IPMnewsroom.org
Reginald Hardwick, news and public affairs director, Illinois Public Media
The news from Illinois Public Media’s award-winning staff of reporters, hosts, and producers can be heard 
during Morning Edition, The 21st Show, Here & Now, and All Things Considered: 
Abigail Bottar, Jason Croft, Christine Hatfield, Emily Hays, Kulsoom Khan, Brian Mackey, Steve Morck, 
Stephanie Mosqueda, Tinisha Spain, Arjun Thakkar, and Jose Zepeda.
Yale Climate Connections: Monday–Friday at 5:34 and 9:30 pm
WILL Call: Wednesdays at 6:45 and 9:45 am and Thursdays at 5:44 pm on AM 580 and FM 90.9

WEATHER 
Monday-Friday: Weather forecasts from meteorologist Andrew Pritchard throughout the day.
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Monday - Friday Saturday Sunday
Newsline 5:00 Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood

Classical Stretch (M,W,F)
Sit and Be Fit (Tu, Th)

5:30 Arthur Arthur

Wild Kratts 6:00 Wild Kratts Wild Kratts

Weather Hunters 6:30 Weather Hunters Weather Hunters 

Lyla in the Loop 7:00 Lyla in the Loop 
   7/4 Wowsabout

Lyla in the Loop

Carl the Collector 7:30 Carl the Collector Carl the Collector

Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood 8:00 Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood

Phoebe & Jay 8:30 Phoebe & Jay Phoebe & Jay

Sesame Street 9:00 Sesame Street Sesame Street

Work It Out Wombats! 9:30 Work It Out Wombats! Opportunity Knocks

Donkey Hodie 10:00 MotorWeek Live from the LBJ Library with 
Mark Updegrove (See p. 3)

Rosie’s Rules 10:30 Garden SMART To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe

Elinor Wonders Why 11:00 Mid American Gardener Savers of Flavor  
  7/19 Prairie Fire

Alma’s Way 11:30 Follow the Blooms 
   7/18 Prairie Fire

Market to Market

Molly of Denali Noon America’s Test Kitchen   

Xavier Riddle and the Secret 
Museum

12:30 Cook’s Country

Arthur 1:00 Christopher Kimball’s  
Milk Street Television

Odd Squad 1:30 Lucky Chow
7/25 Dook Chase: A Chef’s 
Journey (See p. 11)

M	 Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries 
Tu	 Antiques Roadshow 
W	 Finding Your Roots 
Th	 7/2 NOVA Athens: Birth of  
            Democracy 
     7/9, 16, 23 & 30 Nature 
F	 NOVA

2:00 Weekends with Yankee

2:30 Lidia’s Kitchen

M  Sister Boniface Mysteries 
     7/6 Britain by the Book 
Tu Celebrity Antiques Road Trip
W 7/1 Ida B. Wells: American Stories 
    7/8 100 Years from Mississippi 
    7/15 4 Wheel Bob 
    7/22, 29 Route 66 Women (p. 11))  
Th	 7/2 All Too Clear, 7/9 Am. Southwest 
7/16 To The Ends of the Earth,  
7/23, 30 Animal Babies: First Year
F   7/3 Kimberley: Australia’s Wild West 
7/10 Space Explorers: Moonrise on ISS 
7/17, 24, 31 Once Upon A Time In Space

3:00 View Finders

3:30 Joseph Rosendo’s Steppin’ 
Out 
  7/11 Rick Steves Best of London 
           (See p. 10)

Antiques Roadshow 4:00 This Old House 

4:30 Ask This Old House 

DW News 5:00 Horizons from PBS News Compass Points from PBS News

BBC World News America 5:30 Antiques Roadshow Rick Steves’ Europe 

PBS News Hour 6:00 Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries 
6:30 As Time Goes By

Lillie Duncanson, Director of Broadcast Operations & Content

daytime

WILL Kids 24/7 on 12.2 
For the full WILL Kids 24/7 schedule,  
go to www.illinois.edu/tv/schedule

Create 24/7 on 12.3 
View the Create schedule,  
at www.illinois.edu/tv/schedule

July 5
Noon	George Washington’s Mount 
		  Vernon: Preserving The Legacy
12:30	Amerigo: The Search for the 
		  American Dream (See p. 2)
2:00	 The Vote: Am. Experience, Pt. 3 
3:00	 The Vote: Am. Experience, Pt. 4
4:00	 America In Song: A Concordia 
		  Celebration (See p. 3)

July 12 
Noon	Rick Steves Best of London  
		  (See p. 10)
1:00	 Great Performances at the Met: 
		  I Puritani
4:30	 Beyond The Canvas

July 19 
Noon	Once Upon A Time In Space
1:00	 NOVA Universe Revealed:  
		  Age of Stars
2:00, 3:00 & 4:00 
	 Magpie Murders on MASTERPIECE, 
     episodes 1–3 (See p. 10)

July 26 
Noon	Once Upon A Time In Space
1:00	 NOVA Universe Revealed:  
		  Milky Way
2:00, 3:00 & 4:00 
	 Magpie Murders on MASTERPIECE, 
     episodes 4–6 (See p. 10)
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Wild stories of the Southwest
Two films this month airing on Wednesday, July 8, highlight 
the great Southwest — its ecological impact and its 
importance as a natural resource.

The American Southwest (9 pm) takes viewers on an 
unforgettable journey down the mighty Colorado River. 
Narrated by Indigenous activist Quannah Chasinghorse, the 
film beautifully showcases the region’s abundant wildlife, 
confronts the ecological impacts of dams and water overuse, 
and advocates for better management of the river. 

The Green Desert (10 pm) shows how farmers in the 
Imperial and Coachella Valleys depend on the Colorado 
River system to supply the country with produce during the 
winter months. However, a 20-year drought compacted by 
the effects of climate change has brought Lake Mead and 
Lake Powell nearly to deadpool, the point at which no water 
can flow through Hoover Dam. If reached, the result would 
be total system failure, and agriculture in the desert valleys of 
Southern California would cease to exist. 

Celebrate London’s proud traditions
With Kings, Queens, Beefeaters, black cabs, Big Ben and 
a total of nine million citizens, London is a cultural and 
historic powerhouse. Join Rick Steves as he cruises the 
river Thames, gets fancy at an afternoon tea, jogs with the 
locals, then drinks with the locals. As he roams the busy 
pathways of the city, Steves takes in street art and enjoys 
London’s diversity on a food tour. He also takes time to 
remember Britain’s heroes — from the first Elizabeth to the 
last — and marvel at how its industrial past has become 
the foundation for a promising future. Rick Steves Best  
of London airs at 8 pm Thursday, July 9.

Binge ‘Magpie Murders’ as we prepare for 
the trilogy’s conclusion this fall

Enjoy a marathon of Magpie Murders — a 
beguiling mystery-within-a-mystery — in 
anticipation of the September premiere of the 
third and final Susan Ryeland mystery novel, 
Marble Hall Murders. 

Magpie Murders, a TV adaptation of Anthony 
Horowitz’s bestselling novel, airs at 2 pm Sunday, 
July 19 (episodes 1–3) and July 26 (episodes 4–6). 
It stars Lesley Manville as editor turned amateur 
sleuth Susan Ryeland and Tim McMullan as world-
famous fictional detective Atticus Pünd. Ryeland 
has no idea how her life will change when she is 

given an unfinished manuscript of author Alan Conway’s latest novel. Manville and McMullan also 
star in the sequel, Moonflower Murders and will return in Marble Hall Murders, for a six-episode 
event that promises an unforgettable final chapter.

An aerial view of the Colorado River.

Quannah Chasinghorse narrates ‘The 
American Southwest.’

J U LY  F E A T U R E S 
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Season 39 of ‘POV’ premieres July 20
Since 1988, POV has been home for the world’s boldest contemporary filmmakers, celebrating 
intriguing personal stories that spark conversation and inspire action. That still holds true today as 
POV kicks off its 39th season this month. We feature these independent films Mondays at 9 pm. 

The Dating Game (July 20) follows three perpetual bachelors 
in China. In a country where eligible men greatly outnumber 
women, these men join an intensive seven-day dating camp led 
by one of China's most sought-after dating coaches in what may 
be their last-ditch effort to find love.

At 16, Kalief Browder was 
jailed for allegedly stealing a 
backpack. At 22 he committed 
suicide. Poetry by his late 

mother, Venida, inspires criminal justice reform and a new legacy. 
For Venida, For Kalief (July 27) tells this tragic mother-son story.

Meet the women of Route 66
A new three-part documentary explores the extraordinary lives and 
achievements of women who overcame gender discrimination and 
segregation to build fulfilling lives and legacies on America’s most 
iconic highway. From entrepreneurs and waitresses, anthropologists 
and politicians, to artists and military sergeants, these women 
transformed their communities and the American West through 
their hard work, perseverance, and ingenuity. Route 66 Women: 
The Untold Story of the Mother Road airs Thursdays at 8 pm 
beginning July 16. Each episode is repeated the next day at 10 pm.

Women of ‘Astrid’ tackle 
more complex crimes 
Season 5 of the French hit drama Astrid premieres 
this month, airing Saturdays at 10 pm beginning July 
18. The series follows brilliant neurodivergent archivist 
Astrid Nielsen and intuitive detective Raphaëlle Coste as 
they tackle complex mysteries. Season 5 pulls the duo 
into intense, intricately plotted investigations involving 

international espionage, a secret Mormon community, an Aztec ritual, and voodoo-linked serial 
killers. From Walter Presents, Astrid is presented in French with English subtitles. 

A culinary tour of New Orleans
Dook Chase: A Chef’s Journey explores cultural connections of 
New Orleans in every bite. Season 3, airing Saturdays at 1:30 pm 
beginning July 25, follows Dook Chase, the executive chef of the 
historically significant Dooky Chase Restaurant, as he visits places 
and people at the heart of New Orleans’ legendary cuisine. He 
then prepares dishes that incorporate the flavors and techniques 
of the city’s mosaic of culinary traditions, connecting with chefs 
who have elevated Creole, Cajun, and West African cuisine to the 
forefront of fine dining in New Orleans. He also visits local Italian, 
Vietnamese, Indian, and Latin American establishments where 
chefs recreate the food from their homeland. 
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1 Wednesday
7:00	 NOVA (TV-PG) (DVS) 

Athens: Birth of Democracy. Follow 
archaeological investigations into the dramatic 
origins of democracy in Greece 2,500 years 
ago. Mass graves and ancient ruins where 
tyrants were murdered shine new light on the 
birth of a revolutionary form of government. 
Repeated 2 pm 7/2.

8:00	 NOVA (TV-PG) (DVS) 
Revolutionary War Weapons. This unique film 
brings the latest science to bear to reveal 
the hidden history of the Revolutionary War. 
Repeated 2 pm 7/3 & 1 am 7/5.

9:00	 The Kimberley: Australia’s Wild  
West (TV-PG)  
Into The Fire. Part 3 of 3. Step into the wild 
and explore Earth’s greatest savannah, ancient 
fire traditions, and a sugar glider’s daring 
escape from the flames. Repeated 1 am 7/2,  
3 pm 7/3 & 2 am 7/5. 

10:00	 All Too Clear (TV-G) 
A Silver Lining. Part 3 of 3. Fish are adapting 
to the mussel invasion, with cisco making a 
surprising early comeback. Offshore reefs 
teem with thriving fish, showing resilience in a 
transformed Great Lakes. Repeated 3 pm 7/2.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

2 Thursday
7:00	 Mid American Gardener
7:30	 Ask This Old House (TV-G)  

Planting Arborvitaes, Storage Rack.
8:00	 Alan Cumming’s Most Luxurious Train 

Journeys Scotland (TV-PG)  
Part 4 of 4. Alan sets sail to the sacred island 
of Iona, known as the cradle of Christianity 
in Scotland, and the legendary Fingal’s Cave 
on Staffa Island. On board the train the staff 
are busy preparing for the return of guests. 
Repeated 1 am 7/3.

9:00	 Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries (TV-14) 
Death Do Us Part. Season 3, episode 8 of 8.  
A prize-winning scientist is found murdered on 
the same night the man intent on murdering 
Phryne’s father escapes police custody. 
Repeated 2 am 7/3, 6 pm 7/5 & 2 pm 7/6.

10:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) (DVS) 
Season 11, episode 3 of 8. Still reeling from 
his mother’s departure, Alphy finds himself 
adrift until a mysterious case forces him back 
to work. Repeated 3 am 7/3.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

3 Friday
7:00	 Capitol Fourth: 250th Weekend Celebration 

See page 2. Repeated today at 8:30 pm & 
9:30 am 7/4. 

8:30	 Capitol Fourth: 250th Weekend Celebration 
See page 2. Repeated 9:30 am 7/4.

10:00	 Washington Week with The Atlantic	
10:30	 Firing Line with Margaret Hoover
11:00	 Amanpour and Company

4 Saturday
7:00	 America — Made In Virginia: 250 Years 

Together (TV-PG) 
See page 2. Repeated at 9 pm. 

9:00	 America — Made In Virginia: 250 Years 
Together (TV-PG)  
See page 2. 

11:00	 America In Song: A Concordia Celebration 
(TV-G) 
See page 3. Repeated 4 pm 7/5.

5 Sunday
7:00	 Patience (TV-14)  

The Timetable. Season 2, episode 4 of 8. 
A young girl with autism girl witnesses her 
father’s murder at the railway museum but 
is unable to tell anyone what happened. 
Repeated 2 am 7/7. 

8:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) (DVS)  
Season 11, Episode 4 of 8. Alphy’s trip to 
reconcile with his mother takes a shocking 
turn when a passenger is murdered and he 
becomes the prime suspect. Repeated 12 am 
7/6, 3 am 7/7, 10 pm 7/9 & 3 am 1/10.

9:00	 Downton Abbey on MASTERPIECE (TV-PG) 
(DVS)  
Season 2, episode 4 of 7. In the climactic 
battle of the war, Matthew and William go 
over the top to an uncertain fate. 

10:00	 The Puzzle Lady (TV-14)  
Episode: 2 of 6. The Puzzle Lady closes in on 
Bakerbury’s Graveyard killer.

11:00	 Murder in the Mountains (TV-14) 
 In The Dungeon. Season 1, episode 12 of 13. 
A terrifying serial killer has the team racing the 
clock after the countess is kidnapped.

6 Monday
7:00	 Antiques Roadshow (TV-G)  

Springs Preserve, Hour 3.
8:00	 Antiques Roadshow (TV-G) 

Living History Farms, Hour 1.
9:00	 Independent Lens (TV-14) (DVS) 

True North: Canadian Myths and Black Power. 
Through rare archival footage and firsthand 
accounts, this film revisits 1968 Montreal, 
where Black liberation movements converged 
at the Congress of Black Writers. Repeated  
3 am 7/8 & 2 am 7/12. 

10:30	 POV Shorts (TV-PG)  
The People Could Fly. This poetic short 
documentary explores the history of Black 
gathering spaces in Louisville, Kentucky, from 
the 1960s to mid 2000s. 

11:00	 Amanpour and Company
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7 Tuesday
7:00	 Finding Your Roots (TV-PG) (DVS) 

Family: Lost and Found. Henry Louis Gates 
uses DNA detective work to solve family 
mysteries for actor Joe Manganiello and 
football star Tony Gonzalez. Repeated 2 pm 
7/8, 4 am 7/9 & 4 am 7/13.

8:00	 Breaking The Deadlock (TV-14)  
How to Fix An Election. Repeated 3 am 7/9.

9:00	 8 Days: to the Moon and Back (TV-PG) (DVS) 
The film seamlessly blends mission audio 
featuring conversations among Neil 
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins 
with new footage, NASA archive, and 
stunning CGI to recreate the first moon 
landing. Repeated 1:30 am 7/8 & 3:30 am 
7/12.

10:30	 Christa (TV-G) 
See page 1. Repeated 1 am 7/8.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company 

8 Wednesday
7:00	 Nature (TV-PG) (DVS) 

Niagara Falls. Embark to this geological 
wonder and witness its stunning beauty and 
a wide variety of wildlife mammals, birds, 
and reptiles that call it home. Three separate 
waterfalls combine to form the second largest 
waterfall in the world. Repeated 2 pm 7/9.

8:00	 NOVA (TV-G) 
Black Hole Apocalypse. Part 1 of 2. Join 
astrophysicist and novelist Janna Levin on a 
mind-blowing voyage to the frontiers of black 
hole science, which is shining new light on the 
most powerful and mysterious objects in the 
universe. Repeated 2 pm 7/10.

9:00	 The American Southwest (TV-PG) 
See page 10. Repeated 1 7/9, 3 pm 7/9 &  
1 am 7/12.

10:00	 The Green Desert (TV-G) 
See page 10. Repeated 3 am 7/11, 4 am 7/11 
& 3 am 7/18. 

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

9 Thursday
7:00	 Mid American Gardener
7:30	 Ask This Old House (TV-G)  

Sustainable Grass, Driveway Lights.
8:00	 Rick Steves Best of London (TV-PG)  

See page 10. Repeated 1 am 7/10, 3 pm 7/11 
& 12 pm 7/12.

9:00	 Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries (TV-14)  
Cocaine Blues. Season 1, episode 1 of 13. 
The Honorable Miss Phryne Fisher disembarks 
the Orient at Victoria Dock, returning to 
Melbourne after years abroad and soon is 
embroiled in mystery. Repeated 2 am 7/10,  
6 pm 7/12 & 2 pm 7/13.

10:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) (DVS) 
Season 11, episode 4 of 8. See 8 pm 7/5.
Repeated 3 am 1/10.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

10 Friday
7:00	 Washington Week with The Atlantic
7:30	 Firing Line with Margaret Hoover
8:00	 JFK: American Experience (TV-PG) 

See page 3. Part 1 of 2. Repeated 1 am 7/11 
& 2 am 7/13. 

10:00	 JFK: Breaking The News (TV-PG) 
See page 3. 

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

11 Saturday
7:00	 Sister Boniface Mysteries (TV-PG) 

A Fragrant Scandal. Season 3, episode 4 of 
8. The owner of a perfume company ends up 
dead, impaled on a poker. Repeated 3 pm 
7/13.

7:55	 Midsomer Murders (TV-PG)  
Sins of Commission, parts 1 & 2 of 2. Season 
7, episodes 7 & 8 of 14. A prize-winning 
author is murdered on the eve of a literary 
festival, which reveals a hotbed of corruption, 
sexual scandal, and financial mismanagement. 

10:00	 Astrid (TV-14) 
Guilty. Season 4, episode 8 of 8. Raphaelle is 
found amnesic at the wheel of a wrecked car 
with the corpse of a gunshot victim beside 
her. 

11:00	 Austin City Limits (TV-PG)  
Samara Joy. 

12 Sunday
7:00	 Patience (TV-14) 

The Runes. Season 2, episode 5 of 8. A Viking 
expert dies before a big controversial speech 
and Patience finds a coded message hinting 
at foul play. Repeated 2 am 7/14.

8:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) (DVS) 
Season 11, episode 5 of 8. A murder near 
the Bishop Grey’s home, exposes corruption 
within the Church’s inner circle, shaking 
Alphy’s faith. Repeated 12 am 7/13, 3 am 
7/14, 10 pm 7/16 & 3 am 7/17.

9:00	 Downton Abbey on MASTERPIECE (TV-PG) 
(DVS)  
Season 2, episode 5 of 7. As the war nears its 
end, Downton’s aristocrats and servants put 
their lives back together. 

10:00	 The Puzzle Lady (TV-14) 
Episode 3 of 6. Cora’s birthday turns deadly 
when she’s hired to investigate an old murder 
case.

11:00	 Murder in the Mountains (TV-14)  
Redemption. Season 1, episode 13 of 
13. When an old acquaintance arrives in 
Kitzbuhel, Nina’s past comes back to haunt 
her.
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13 Monday
7:00	 Antiques Roadshow (TV-G)  

Living History Farms, Hour 2. 
8:00	 Antiques Roadshow (TV-G)  

Living History Farms, Hour 3. 
9:00	 Independent Lens (TV-PG) (DVS 

Flood. Katy Scoggin returns home to face her 
differences with her evangelical father. What 
begins as a project becomes a journey toward 
empathy and connection, as they confront 
faith, family, and memory on a cross-country 
trip. Repeated 2 am 7/15 & 2 am 7/19.

10:30	 POV Shorts (TV-PG) (DVS) 
Chasing Time. A meditative exploration 
of time and mortality, this film follows 
photographer James Balog as he brings the 
15-year Extreme Ice Survey project to a close.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

14 Tuesday
7:00	 Finding Your Roots (TV-PG) (DVS) 

Out of the Past. Henry Louis Gates uncovers 
the lost roots of actors Billy Crudup and 
Tamera Mowry-Housley. Repeated 2 pm 7/15, 
4 am 7/16 & 4 am 7/20.

8:00	 Once Upon A Time In Space (TV-14)  
America First. See page 1. Part 1 of 4. 
Repeated 9 pm 7/15, 3 am 7/16, 3 pm 7/17 & 
12 pm 7/19. 

9:00	 Space Explorers: Moonrise on the ISS (TV-PG) 
Drawing from over 250 hours of exclusive 
footage and video diaries filmed on the 
International Space Station, this documentary 
offers an intimate look at life aboard the 
International Space Station and the future of 
space exploration. 

10:00	 Breakthrough: The Ideas That Changed The 
World (TV-PG) 
The Airplane. Take to the sky with the 
dreamers whose work gave humans the 
ability to fly. From Leonardo da Vinci’s “flying 
machines” to the modern commercial plane, 
without these inventions, we may have never 
left the ground. Repeated 1 am 7/15 & 2 am 
7/16.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

15 Wednesday
7:00	 Nature (TV-PG)  

Soul of the Ocean. Take a deep breath and 
experience the complex world of ocean 
waters with a never-before-seen look at how 
life underwater co-exists in a marriage of 
necessity. Repeated 2 pm 7/1.

8:00	 NOVA (TV-G) 
Black Hole Universe. Part 2 of 2. Repeated 2 
pm 7/17.

9:00	 Once Upon A Time In Space (TV-14)  
America First. See page 1. Part 1 of 4. 
Repeated 3 am 7/16, 3 pm 7/17 & 12 pm 
7/19. 

10:00	 NOVA (TV-PG) (DVS) 
NOVA Universe Revealed: Age of Stars. Part 
1 of 5. Using state-of-the-art animation, this 
series delves into the vastness of space to 
capture moments of high drama when the 
universe changed forever. Repeated 1 pm 
7/19.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

16 Thursday
7:00	 Mid American Gardener
8:00	 Route 66 Women: The Untold Story of the 

Mother Road (TV-PG) 
The Origin of Women on Route 66. See page 
11. Part 1 of 3. Repeated 1 am 7/17, 10 pm 
7/17 & 3 pm 7/22.

9:00	 Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries (TV-14) 
Murder on the Ballarat Train. Season 1, 
episode 2 of 13. While traveling by train, 
Phryne unexpectedly has to use her trusty 
pearl-handled pistol to save a young woman’s 
life. Repeated 2 am 7/17, 6 pm 7/19 & 2 pm 
7/20.

10:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) (DVS) 
Season 11, episode 5 of 8. See 8 pm 7/12.
Repeated 3 am 7/17.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

17 Friday
7:00	 Washington Week with The Atlantic	
7:30	 Firing Line with Margaret Hoover
8:00	 JFK: American Experience (TV-PG) 

See page 3. Part 2 of 2. Repeated 1 am 7/18.
10:00	 Route 66 Women: The Untold Story of the 

Mother Road (TV-PG)  
The Origin of Women on Route 66. See page 
11. Part 1 of 3. Repeated 3 pm 7/22.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

18 Saturday
7:00	 Sister Boniface Mysteries (TV-PG) 

How to Murder A Tune. Season 3, episode 
5 of 8. The Nuns are excited to be involved 
in a religious TV show but a murder disrupts 
proceedings. Repeated 3 pm 7/20.

7:55	 Midsomer Murders   
The Maid In Splendour, parts 1 & 2 of 2. 
Season 7, episodes 9 & 10 of 14. A barman 
from the Maid in Splendour Pub is shot dead 
as he walks near a ruined cottage in the 
woods. 

10:00	 Astrid (TV-14) 
You Only Die Once. Season 5, episode 1 of 
8. See page 11. A woman with no history is 
killed by a poisoned dart. 

11:00	 Austin City Limits (TV-PG)  
ACL Celebrates Antone’s & The Blues. 

19 Sunday
7:00	 Patience (TV-14) 

Paco’s Revenge. Season 2, episode 6 of 8. 
A woman is found dead in the botanical 
gardens. Repeated 12 am 7/20 & 3 am 7/21. 

8:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) (DVS) 
Season 11, episode 6 of 8. Cathy’s triumph 
at CeCe’s turns dark when a club manager 
is found dead and Alphy is discovered at an 
illegal poker game. Repeated 1 am 7/20, 4 
am 7/21, 10 pm 7/23 & 3 am 7/24.

9:00	 Downton Abbey on MASTERPIECE (TV-PG) 
(DVS) 
Season 2, episode 6 of 7. The Spanish flu 
strikes Downton, disrupting one match, 
hastening another, and transforming the 
fortunes of all. .

11:00	 The Puzzle Lady (TV-14) 
Episode 4 of 6. The Puzzle Lady discovers a 
dark conspiracy at the heart of Bakerbury.
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20 Monday
7:00	 Antiques Roadshow (TV-G)  

Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms, 
Hour 1. 

8:00	 Antiques Roadshow (TV-G)  
Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms, 
Hour 2.

9:00	 POV (TV-14) (DVS) 
The Dating Game. See page 11. Repeated 
1:30 am 7/21 & 2 am 7/22. 

10:30	 First Peoples, First Stories (TV-PG) 
Part 1 of 2. Emerging Native American 
storytellers share personal stories. Repeated 
1 am 7/21.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

21 Tuesday
7:00	 Finding Your Roots (TV-PG)  

Caribbean Roots. Henry Louis Gates Jr. 
explores the Caribbean heritage of actors  
Liza Colon-Zayas and Delroy Lindo. Repeated 
2 pm 7/22,4 am 7/23 & 4 am 7/27.

8:00	 Once Upon A Time In Space (TV-PG)  
The Russian Thing. See page 1. Part 2 of 4. 
Repeated 9 pm 7/22, 3 am 7/23, 3 pm 7/24,  
2 am 7/26 & 12 pm 7/26. 

9:00	 Breakthrough: The Ideas That Changed The 
World (TV-PG)  
The Telescope. Meet the brilliant minds 
throughout history, from Galileo to Edwin 
Hubble, responsible for creating the 
telescope. Today, their invention allows 
humanity to reach the furthest limits of seeing 
13 billion light-years out. Repeated 1 am 
7/22, 2 am 7/23 & 3 am 7/26.

10:00	 Breakthrough: The Ideas That Changed The 
World (TV-PG)  
The Robot. Learn how robots were first 
conceptualized in ancient Rome and see how 
their use has evolved over the centuries, from 
the calculator to the Roomba. Then, take a 
sneak peek at future robots. 

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

22 Wednesday
7:00	 Nature (TV-PG) (DVS 

Big Little Journeys: Home. Part 1 of 3. In 
Canada, a tiny turtle ventures through a forest 
of giants in search of the lake where she will 
spend the next 50 years of her life. In South 
Africa, a young bushbaby is drawn towards a 
world of light in his quest to find a new home. 
Repeated 2 pm 7/23.

8:00	 NOVA (TV-G) 
Chasing Pluto. Explore New Horizon’s 
historic flyby of Pluto, the culmination of 
the spacecraft’s nine-year, three-billion-mile 
journey. Repeated 2 pm 7/24.

9:00	 Once Upon A Time In Space (TV-PG)  
The Russian Thing. See page 1. Part 2 of 4. 
Repeated 3 am 7/23, 3 pm 7/24, 2 am 7/26 & 
12 pm 7/26. 

10:00	 NOVA (TV-PG) (DVS) 
NOVA Universe Revealed: Milky Way. Part 2 of 
5. Repeated 1 pm 7/26.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

23 Thursday
7:00	 County Fair (TV-PG) 

See page 1. 
8:00	 Route 66 Women: The Untold Story of the 

Mother Road (TV-PG) 
World War II & The Post War Period. Part 2 of 
3. See page 11. Repeated 1 am 7/24, 10 pm 
7/24 & 3 pm 7/29.

9:00	 Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries (TV-14)  
The Green Mill Murder. Season 1, episode 3 
of 13. Death spoils Phryne’s exotic night at 
the hottest dance hall in town. Repeated 2 am 
7/24, 6 pm 7/26 & 2 pm 7/27.

10:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) 
(DVS) 
Season 11, episode 6 of 8. See 8 pm 7/19. 
Repeated 3 am 7/24.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

24 Friday
7:00	 Washington Week with The Atlantic	
7:30	 Firing Line with Margaret Hoover
8:00	 Chasing The Moon: American Experience 

(TV-PG) (DVS) 
See page 1. Part 1 of 3. Repeated 1 am 7/25.

10:00	 Route 66 Women: The Untold Story of the 
Mother Road (TV-PG) 
World War II & The Post War Period. See page 
11. Part 2 of 3. Repeated 3 pm 7/29.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

25 Saturday
7:00	 Sister Boniface Mysteries (TV-PG) 

It’s Just Not Cricket. Season 3, episode 6 of 
8. A village cricket match provides an unlikely 
backdrop for embezzlement and murder. 
Repeated 3 pm 7/27.

7:53	 Midsomer Murders  
The Straw Woman, parts 1 & 2 of 2. Season 
7, episodes 11 & 12 of 14. The revival of a 
traditional festival at Midsomer Parva ends in 
tragedy when the curate is burned alive inside 
a straw effigy of a woman. 

10:00	 Astrid (TV-14) 
But That’s Such A Long Time! Season 5, 
episode 2 of 8. Recruited first by the French 
Secret Service, then the CIA, Astrid and 
Raphaelle become reluctant spies and double 
agents, caught in a tense political game 
between France and the US.

11:00	 Austin City Limits (TV-PG)  
Charley Crockett/Waxahatchee. 
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Programs on WILL-TV are 
partially sponsored by a grant 
from the Illinois Arts Council, 
a state agency.

26 Sunday
7:00	 Patience (TV-14) 

A Monk’s Tale. Season 2, episode 7 of 8. 
A monk is found dead, kneeling in prayer. 
Patience and Frankie investigate and secrets 
surface at the monastery. Repeated 12 am 
7/27 & 3 am 7/28.

8:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) (DVS) 
Season 11, episode 7 of 8. While Alphy seeks 
redemption and renewed faith, Geordie’s 
investigation into a local crook ignites a high-
stakes siege. Repeated 1 am 7/27, 4 am 7/28, 
10 pm 7/30 & 3 am 7/31.

9:00	 Downton Abbey on MASTERPIECE (TV-PG) 
(DVS) 
Season 2, episode 7 of 7. In the finale, 
the family gathers at Downton Abbey for 
Christmas.

11:00	 The Puzzle Lady (TV-14) 
Episode 5 of 6. A rock star’s visit sparks chaos 
in Bakerbury while Cora meets a mysterious 
suitor.

27 Monday
7:00	 Antiques Roadshow (TV-G)  

Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms, 
Hour 3. 

8:00	 Antiques Roadshow (TV-G)  
Maryland Zoo, Hour 1. 

9:00	 POV (TV-14) (DVS) 
For Venida, for Kalief. See page 11. Repeated 
1:30 am 7/28 & 2 am 7/29.

10:30	 First Peoples, First Stories (TV-PG) 
Part 2 of 2. Emerging Native American 
storytellers share personal stories. Repeated 
1 am 7/28.

11:00 	Amanpour and Company

28 Tuesday
7:00	 Finding Your Roots (TV-PG)  

The Road We Took. Henry Louis Gates Jr. 
maps the roots of actor Lizzie Caplan and 
comedian Hasan Minhaj. Repeated 2 pm 7/29 
& 4 am 7/30.

8:00	 Once Upon A Time In Space (TV-PG) 
Politics Always Wins. See page 1. Part 3 of 4. 
Repeated 9 pm 7/29, 3 am 7/30 & 3 pm 7/31.

9:00	 Breakthrough: The Ideas That Changed The 
World (TV-PG)  
The Rocket. Learn the explosive history of 
the rocket, from its origin in ancient China, 
to its use as a weapon of war, to how adding 
hydrogen allowed it to carry astronauts all the 
way to the moon. Repeated 1 am 7/29.

10:00	 Breakthrough: The Ideas That Changed The 
World (TV-PG)  
The Car. Go for a ride through the 9,000-year 
history of the car, from its roots in dogsleds 
to Henry Ford’s affordable and assembly 
line-built Model T, and meet the scientists 
working on the next generation of self-driving 
automobiles. 

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

29 Wednesday
7:00	 Nature (TV-14) (DVS) 

Big Little Journeys: Survival. Part 2 of 3. In 
Taiwan, a Formosan pangolin travels through 
a land of giants to find a mate in a protected 
forest, while in Brazil’s Atlantic Forest, a family 
of golden-headed lion tamarins journey from 
the edge of their world into a land of plenty. 
Repeated 2 pm 7/30.

8:00	 NOVA (TV-G) 
Pluto and Beyond. Join the mission as the 
New Horizons spacecraft attempts to fly by 
NASA’s most distant target yet. Repeated  
2 pm 7/31.

9:00	 Once Upon A Time In Space (TV-PG) 
Politics Always Wins. See page 1. Part 3 of 4. 
Repeated 3 am 7/30 & 3 pm 7/31.

10:00	 NOVA (TV-PG) (DVS) 
NOVA Universe Revealed: Alien Worlds. Part 
3 of 5. 

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

30 Thursday
7:00	 Mid American Gardener
7:30	 Ask This Old House (TV-G)  

Garage Storage, Anode Rod.
8:00	 Route 66 Women: The Untold Story of the 

Mother Road (TV-PG) 
The Death and Rebirth of the Mother Road. 
See page 11. Part 3 of 3. Repeated 1 am 7/31 
& 10 pm 7/31.

9:00	 Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries (TV-14) 
Death at Victoria Dock. Season 1, episode 
4 of 13. A young man with a blue tattoo lies 
cradled in Phryne’s arms — the victim of a 
brutal slaughter. Repeated 2 am 7/31.

10:00	 Grantchester on MASTERPIECE (TV-14) (DVS) 
Season 11, episode 7 of 8. See 8 pm 7/26. 
Repeated 3 am 7/31. 

11:00	 Amanpour and Company

31 Friday
7:00	 Washington Week with The Atlantic 
7:30	 Firing Line with Margaret Hoover
8:00	 Chasing The Moon: American Experience 

(TV-PG) (DVS)  
Part 2 of 3. Discover what it took to beat the 
Soviet Union to the moon in the space race. 
In the turbulent and troubled ‘60s, the U.S. 
space program faced tragedy with Apollo 1, 
but made a triumphant comeback with  
Apollo 8.

10:00	 Route 66 Women: The Untold Story of the 
Mother Road (TV-PG) 
The Death and Rebirth of the Mother Road. 
See page 1. Part 3 of 3.

11:00	 Amanpour and Company
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Binge two new series from Walter Presents
Premiering July 10, Sunset Grove is a Finnish comedy-
drama that touches on themes including friendship, 
old age, and life in a retirement home. Sunset Grove 
is normally a quiet senior living facility, where residents 
fill their days with card games, arts and crafts sessions, 
and accordion events. But that changes when a beloved 
young chef dies mysteriously. Saddened by his passing, 
best friends Siiri, Irma, and Anna-Liisa band together to 
investigate the mysterious death. In this dark comedy 
series, we follow our elderly sleuths as they look past the once monotonous daily life of Sunset 
Grove and uncover a darker underbelly. It is broadcast in Finnish with English subtitles.

On July 24, The Negotiator debuts on PBS Passport with the story of Captain Gabriel Menck 
and his intense work as an elite hostage negotiator for São Paulo's GATE tactical unit. Menck 
and his team are relentlessly tasked with highly unpredictable and emotional crisis situations. 
The team must test its judgement, timing, and trust while maintaining calm. The Negotiator is in 
Portuguese with English subtitles.

J U LY  H I G H L I G H T S
Lucy Worsley Investigates: The American 
Revolution
	 •	 The Break Up, 7/24
	 •	 A Messy Divorce, 7/31
American Masters
	 •	 Janis Ian: Breaking Silence, 7/11
Declarations: Black Americans and the 
Revolutionary War, 7/28
Great Performances
	 •	 An Evening with Nicole Scherzinger, 7/1
The Kimberley: Australia’s Wild West
	 •	 River of Life, 7/16
	 •	 Tidal Territory, 7/25
Wired for Connection, 7/2
Walter Presents (with English subtitles)
	 •	 Call Me Levi, 7/3 (German)
	 •	 Costal Unit, 7/31 (Danish)
	 •	 Sunset Grove, 7/10 (Finnish)
	 •	 The Negotiator, 7/24 (Portuguese)
	 •	 The Noble Detective, 7/17 (Russian)

Go to will.illinois.edu/
passport, your TV’s app 
menu, or your preferred 
streaming device, and find 
out how you can unlock more shows 
with your WILL Passport via the  
PBS App.

ILL INOIS PUBLIC MEDIA W I L L  P A S S P O R T

L E A V I N G  S O O N
America ReFramed
	 •	 Any Given Day, 7/7
Ancient Skies
	 •	 Gods and Monsters, 7/24
Antiques Roadshow RECUT
	 •	 Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library,  
		  Hour 1, 7/8 | Hour 2, 7/15
Chicago & Friends: Live at 55, 7/1
Expedition
	 •	 Gabon: Expedition Jungle Paradise, 7/27
	 •	 Kamchatka: Expedition Grizzly River, 7/6
	 •	 Saudi Arabia: Expedition Mountain  
		  Ghost, 7/20
In Flanders Field, 7/1
POV
	 •	 The Ride Ahead, 7/21
	 •	 Wuhan Wuhan, 7/11
Simon & Garfunkel: The Concert in  
		  Central Park, 7/1
The White House: Inside Story, 7/13
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Clements honored with campus award
In May, Illinois Soul Manager Jill Clements was recognized with an 
Outstanding Achievement Award through the University of Illinois 
Black Faculty and Professionals Alliance recognition program. 
The recognition program celebrates Black faculty, staff, and 
administrators whose accomplishments and leadership have had 
a meaningful impact across the university community. Clements 
was honored alongside an impressive group of colleagues for her 
contributions and achievements.

Clements was recognized as the driving force behind Illinois Soul, 
which fills a media void in central Illinois with a bold mix of music, 

news talk, and Dialogue, its award-winning weekly community affairs program. Under Clement’s 
leadership, the station has earned regional and national attention since its launch in 2024 and has 
developed campus and community partnerships.

“I am deeply honored by this recognition from the University of Illinois Black Faculty and 
Professionals Alliance,” Clements said. “Illinois Soul was built to be more than a radio station. It 
was created to serve as a voice for our community, a celebration of our culture, and a platform for 
connection and empowerment. This award is a reflection of the community I proudly serve.”

“We’re proud to have Jill as part of the Illinois Public Media team and grateful for the leadership, 
creativity, and dedication she brings to work every day,” said Lillie Duncanson, director of 
broadcast operations and content.

We bid a fond farewell to ‘ME’ 
host Kimberly Schofield
Last month, Illinois Public Media staff members and fans of Morning 
Edition (on all three stations) bid farewell to host Kimberly Schofield. 
For three years, she provided a warm and informative voice that 
helped us start our days. She also produced arts and entertainment 
interviews. 

Schofield joined IPM in 2022 as the All Things Considered host and 
was promoted to Morning Edition host in 2023. 

She said her decision to leave IPM did not come lightly and she shed many tears prior to her last 
day. She also wanted to thank the listeners for their support, for spending their mornings with her, 
and for sharing their stories in person or through messages. 

Her new role came about because of her love of animals. 
In a newly created position, she will serve as the foster care 
coordinator at the Champaign County Humane Society. 
The new foster program will differ from the shelter’s current 
medical foster program and be geared toward enrichment 
for animals while they’re at the shelter, as well as explore 
opportunities for animals to spend more time outside of the 
shelter, such as Doggie Day Out or even foster-to-adopt. 
It will include a lot of collaboration between all of the 
departments and the volunteers and fosters at the humane 
society while the program gets on its feet, she said.

Those who know Schofield often mention her incredible 
energy. She’s a marathon runner, and often would run prior 
to coming to work at 5 am. She also is an actor and singer 
who frequently appears in local productions, saying she 
feels most at home on stage. Next up is “Ragtime” with 
the Champaign Urbana Theatre Company at the Virginia 
Theatre, which runs July 30- Aug. 2.  

Portions of this article were excerpted from an interview with Schofield by IPM News and Public 
Affairs Director Reginald Hardwick. Listen to the full interview at go.illinois.edu/schofield-farewell.

LISTEN
Schofield’s three favorite 
interviews while covering the 
arts and culture scene in central 
Illinois:

Academy Award-winning 
composer Steven Price 
go.illinois.edu/steven-price 

Grammy award-winning 
saxophonist Branford Marsalis 
go.illinois.edu/branford-marsalis 

World renowned percussionist 
Zakir Hussain
go.illinois.edu/zakir-hussain

18 PATTERNS ∙  JULY 2026



N E W S

IPM wins regional Murrow award
Illinois Public Media has been 
awarded a regional Edward R. 
Murrow award for Overall Excellence 
from the Radio Television Digital 
News Association. The award is 
one of journalism’s most prominent 
awards. 

“I’m so proud of our team for winning a regional 
Murrow (award) for Overall Excellence,” said Reginald 
Hardwick, director of news and public affairs at IPM. 
“This good news comes at a time when we’re forced to 
stretch in new ways because of the federal rescissions. 
But it proves that even in these tough times, we’re 
committed to high quality journalism for the people of 
Illinois.”

IPM’s entry, “IPM News: For the Good of All,” in the 
small market radio category, included highlights from the last year, including:

	 •	Breaking tornado and winter storm coverage by meteorologist Andrew Pritchard

	 •	A feature by Emily Hays about immigration concerns in the Trump administration

	 •	A feature by Jim Meadows about tariff concerns in the Trump administration

	 •	Emily Hays’ Champaign Unit 4 School Board feature & interactive graphic

	 •	Sam Rink’s feature about transgender people moving to Champaign-Urbana

	 •	Weather Realness podcast featuring Illinois Student Newsroom reporter Maddie Stover and 
professor Jeff Fram examining the Texas flood tragedy

	 •	Arjun Thakkar’s feature about moonlight bike rides in Champaign County

IPM is in region 7, which comprises Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio. The awards are 
presented to news organizations, not individuals. Our entry will advance to the national Edward R. 
Murrow Award competition with winners announced in August.

Student’s story wins national SPJ award
The Society of 
Professional Journalists 
has awarded a national 
Mark of Excellence award 
for a story by student 
journalist Nour Longi, 
who graduated in 2025. The article, “How a Sierra Leonean NGO is 
tackling period poverty in schools,” was broadcast by IPM and featured 
online. The story came out of a University of Illinois study abroad trip to 

Sierra Leone co-led by Charles “Stretch” Ledford, a professor of journalism who directs the Illinois 
Partnership for African Women’s Health Narratives (iPAWHN), and Alison Davis, a senior lecturer in 
journalism.

“We’re grateful to SPJ for recognizing the work, and to Fourah Bay College in Sierra Leone, Illinois 
Public Media and the Illinois Student Newsroom here at home whose partnerships make our work 
possible,” Ledford said.  

Mark of Excellence Awards recognize collegiate 
work published or broadcast in 2025. National 
contenders were previously recognized as 
first-place winners in one of 12 SPJ regional 
competitions. Region 5 comprises Illinois, Indiana, 
and Kentucky.

LISTEN/READ THE
WINNING ENTRY

●	 How a Sierra Leonean NGO is 
tackling period poverty in schools  
go.illinois.edu/SL-Nour-Longi

19PATTERNS ∙  JULY 2026



ILL INOIS PUBLIC MEDIA N E W S

Updated member benefit rates announced
Your support is the foundation of everything we do. As a 
Friend of WILL, you make it possible to deliver trusted local 
journalism, educational programming, and cultural content 
to our community, along with the exceptional lineup of PBS 
and NPR programs you enjoy. We want to share an important 
update and what it means for you as a valued current 
member.

Beginning July 1, we will update membership benefit rates 
for new members as indicated in the box at right. Your 
current membership rate will not change this year. This 
update currently only applies to new members.

Like many public media organizations, we are navigating 
rising production costs along with the loss of federal funding. These challenges directly affect 
our ability to sustain both our local services and the PBS programming that makes Passport such 
a valued benefit. Aligning new member rates more closely with the true cost of providing this 
content and printing costs will help ensure we can continue delivering the quality and access you 
expect. We remain committed to being a strong, reliable resource and we will keep you informed 
along the way. Thank you for your continued support. 

MEMBER BENEFIT RATES
Effective July 1

Patterns member guide
New Members:  
    $5/month or $60 per year
Current members: $40 per year
Patterns + WILL Passport
New Members:  
     $8/month or $96 per year
Current: $60 per year

Book Mentor program hosts Family Night
In May, Illinois Public Media and Champaign 
County Head Start celebrated another successful 
year of the Book Mentor program with a fun-filled 
Family Night at Meadowbrook Park. Families 
enjoyed an evening of hands-on learning led by 
a wonderful team of plant biologists from the 
School of Integrative Biology at the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign. Activities included a 
plant scavenger hunt, science crafts, dinner, and 
book and PBS KIDS giveaways.

Illinois Public Media’s Book Mentor program is 
sponsored by PNC Grow Up Great through the 
PNC Foundation. Through the program, volunteer book mentors adopt a Head Start classroom 

for the school year, visiting monthly in pairs to read with 
students and lead hands-on activities connected to math, 
science, language arts, and social-emotional learning. Each 
month, students also receive their own copy of the featured 
book to help encourage reading and learning at home.

Thank you for your continued support of Illinois Public Media 
that enables us to support our community with educational 
outreach events and programs such as our Book Mentor 
program.

To learn more about donating your vehicle 
to Illinois Public Media, call 855-845-1960 

or go to will.illinois.edu/cardonation.

Donate your old 
vehicle to preserve

the programs you love!
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Thank you, Program Underwriters!
Private support accounts for the largest single 
source of funds necessary to make Illinois Public 
Media and the WILL stations great resources for 
communities across central Illinois. 

We appreciate the following organizations that 
have stepped forward to join the individuals 
and families who support award-winning public 
media services.

40 North/88 West
AARP
Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library & Museum
Allerton Park & Retreat Center
Amara Yoga & Arts
Art Mart
Asahel Gridley Antique Shop
Baroque Artists of  Champaign-
Urbana
Beacon Tax & Accounting Group
The Beat @ Market Street
Beckman Institute for Advanced 
Science & Technology
Birch Tree Counseling 
Busey
Campus Middle School for Girls
Center for Advanced Study
Champaign County Chamber  
of  Commerce
Champaign County 
Environmental Stewards
Champaign Park District
Champaign Public Library
Champaign Urbana Public 
Health District
Champaign-Urbana Symphony
The CHORALE
City of  Champaign Community 
Coalition
City of  Champaign: Equity & 
Engagement Department
City of  Urbana Arts & Culture
City of  Urbana: Market @  
The Square
Clean Grid Alliance
Common Ground Food Co-op
Community Shares of  Illinois
Countryside School 
C-U BIPOC Artist Collective
C-U Jazz Festival
CU Schools Foundation

CVH Entertainment
Dance at Illinois
Danville Symphony Orchestra
Delta Dental
Des Moines Art Center
Divine Not Divided
Dixon Graphics
Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club
Enchanted Viola
European Union Center
Exceptional Artists
Exile on Main Street
Experience Champaign-Urbana
The Gillette Group – Keller 
Williams
Housing Authority of  
Champaign County
Humanities Research Institute
Illini Mattress
Illinois Arts Council
Illinois Symphony Orchestra
The Initiative in Holocaust, 
Genocide, & Memory Studies
International Galleries
Institute for Genomic Biology
Iyengar CU Yoga Institute
JAC Local 149 Plumbers, 
Pipefitters & Service Technicians
Jay Goldberg Events
Krannert Center for the 
Performing Arts
Landscape Recycling Center
Leek & Sons Funeral Home  
& Cemetery
The Literary
Live Nation
Lonestar Lodge #18
Mammoth, Inc.
Mashawee Restaurant
NAACP of  Champaign County
Natural Gourmet 

Neil Street Blues
New Prairie Solar
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
Pixo
The Prairie Enthusiasts
Prairieland Feeds
Pygmalion
Rental City
Russ Rybicki SharePower 
Responsible Investing
Sinfonia da Camera
Soul on Sunday
Spurlock Museum of  World 
Cultures
State Farm Center
Sweeney Brothers Fine Flooring 
Symphony Orchestra Guild  
of  Decatur  
Ten Thousand Villages 
TrophyTime
TUNE CHI
University of  Illinois Department 
of  Electrical & Computer 
Engineering
University of  Illinois Department 
of  English
University of  Illinois Entomology 
Grad Student Association
University of  Illinois Physics
University of  Illinois Student 
Affairs
University YMCA
The Upper Bout
Urbana 116 Family Engagement 
Committee
Urbana Acupuncture
Virginia Theatre
Wayne Strong Foundation
Wesley United Methodist Church
Western Illinois University
Winding Ivy Community
World Harvest Foods

Join this illustrious group of business owners who benefit from reaching  
an influential audience by underwriting quality and award-winning programs 
such as: Morning Edition, The 21st Show, and All Things Considered.
Contact our development department at 217-300-3019 for details.

73% of the NPR  
audience prefers to 
shop at businesses 
that support public 

radio.

76% of the PBS  
audience agrees 
that sponsors are 

committed to quality 
and excellence
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